WHO ARE YOU?


         



          PSALM 139:14

I.   INTRODUCTION.

A.  As human beings we are really amazing creatures.  As complex and smart as we are we are the only beings on earth capable of having an identity crisis.  Let me help us with that.
1.   As humans we are "who's" not "what's.”
2.   We are not only conscious beings but we are self conscious.  We can know who we are and what our purpose is.  We can think!
B.  Among the things we need to think about are things like;

1.   What kind of person we are.

2.   What kind of person we would like to be.

3.   The influences that have made us what we are now.

4.   The influences that will take us into the future and contribute to the person we would like to be.

C.  God has something that He wants us to be.  Understanding that truth will help us choose the influences necessary to get there.

II.   EXPOSITION.

A.  Who are you?

1.   It has always been necessary for people to think carefully about who they are.

a.   The inscription at Delph in ancient Greece said; "Know Thyself."
b.   Since our actions spring from our character what we do results from who we are.   Note Proverbs 23:7 and Proverbs 4:23.
2.   There are a lot of different influences that have made us what we are.

a.   Our families.

b.   Our physical characteristics.

c.   Our values.

3.   The "real me" the person inside, is a result of the accumulation of what has been given to me and a product of my own choices.
B.  I must take responsibility for who I am.

1.   Our society tends toward a deterministic view of a persons behavior.

a.   Genetic determinism – (it's our ancestors fault)
b.   Physical determinism – (it's our parents fault)
c.   Environmental determinism – (it's everybody else's fault)
2.   However, the Bible teaches that we are created with a freedom of will that lets us determine our lives.

a.   We are basically what we choose to be.   Joshua 24:15, I Kings 18:21
b.   We are not merely acted upon we are free moral agents that act.

c.   The freedom to choose is the basis of our accountability to God.   II Corinthians 5:10
d.   We are responsible for who we are.  "Response + ability = responsibility."  We are able to choose our responses.

1)   We cannot always choose what happens to us but we can choose what we do about what happens to us

2)   More than we want to admit we are able to choose;

· Our thoughts, decisions, emotions.

· Our beliefs, attitudes, and values.

C.  Being who you are.

1.   Happiness and joy are closely tied integrity.  Integrity has been defined as the relationship between our values and our conduct.   John 13:17
2.   It is not always easy to discipline ourselves to live consistently with who we say we are but life offers us a basic choice between two pains.

a.   The pain of discipline.

b.   The pain of regret.

III. CONCLUSION.

A.  It is wise to consider who we are and if we are what God wants us to be.

B.  Today is the day to form our values and discipline our conduct for that will be our character tomorrow.

